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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 USBERLIN 0904 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV BQG AKB 
SUB J : NICO HUEBNER 

REFS: (A) STATE 96906, (B) BONN 6944, (C) BONN 6919, (D) BONN 6677, 

(E) USBERLIN 782 

SUMMARY: BERLIN MISSIONS HAVE AGREED IN GENERAL TO A 
SCENARIO WHICH DOES NOT RPT NOT INCLUDE ALLIED PRESS 
STATEMENT ON THE HUEBNER CASE. U.S. MISSION HAS PREPARED 
TEXT OF DRAFT RESPONSE TO LORENZ LETTERS AND HAS ALSO 
PREPARED DRAFT OF PROTEST TO SOVIETS. WE BELIEVE PROTEST 
MUST MAKE, AT LEAST, PASSING REFERENCE TO HUEBNER. WE 
HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED COMMENTS FROM BRITISH AND FRENCH 
MISSION ON OUR PROPOSED TEXT. HOWEVER, ALL MISSIONS 
HAVE AGREED IN PRINCIPLE THAT WE SHOULD PROTEST TO THE 
SOVIETS, AND ALL MISSIONS ACCEPT THE NECESSITY OF 
RESPONDING TO LORENZ LETTER. WE DOUBT THAT THE 
MATTER CAN BE SUCCESSFULLY HANDLED IN A LOW-KEY FASHION 
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SINCE LORENZ IS LIKELY TO MAKE RESPONSE PUBLIC AND IS 
ALSO LIKELY TO PRAISE US THE STRONGER THE RESPONSE IS 
OR TO CRITICIZE US THE WEAKER IT IS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ALLIED MISSIONS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING APPROPRIATE 
MANNER IN WHICH TO REACT TO DEVELOPMENTS IN CONNECTION 
WITH NICO HUEBNER CASE. IT APPEARS THAT THE BRITISH 
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REPRESENTATIVE IN THE BONN GROUP HAS GOTTEN AHEAD OF THE 
DELIBERATION BETWEEN BERLIN MISSIONS AND THAT HIS OWN 
PROPOSALS IN THE BONN GROUP ARE NOT ENTIRELY IN ACCORD 
WITH THE BRITISH AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE IN BERLIN. IT 
HAS BEEN AGREED IN BERLIN THAT WE SHOULD PROTEST TO 
THE SOVIETS THE VIOLATIONS OF DEMILITARIZATION WHICH 
THEY PERMIT IN THE SOVIET SECTOR AND THAT PROTEST SHOULD 
REFER TO HUENBER. COMMENT: EVEN IF WE DO NOT ASK FOR 
HUEBNER'S RELEASE, THE HUEBNER INCIDENT IS CLEARLY 
THE STIMULUS FOR OUR PROTEST. IT WOULD BE DISINGENUOUS 
OF US TO AVOID HIS NAME ENTIRELY IN OUR PROTEST TO 
SOVIETS. END COMMENT. IN ADDITION, IT HAS BEEN 
ACCEPTED BY ALL MISSIONS THAT WE MUST RESPOND TO THE 
LETTERS FROM THE GESELLSCHAFT FUER MENSCHENRECHTE TO 
ALLIED COMMANDANTS AND PROBABLY SHOULD ALSO RESPOND TO 
THE RECENTLY RECEIVED CDU JUNGE UNION LETTERS TO 
HEADS OF STATE. 

2. THE LETTERS. USBER ACCEPTED THE TASK OF PREPARING 
A FIRST DRAFT. USBER ONLY PREPARED A TEXT FOR THE 
LORENZ LETTERS, IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT ANY RESPONSES 
WE DECIDED TO SEND TO OTHER ADDRESSEES WOULD BE 
DRAWN FROM OUR RESPONSES TO LORENZ. IT WAS CONSIDERED 
FURTHER THAT WHETHER OR NOT THE ALLIES WISHED TO SPEAK 
PUBLICLY ON THIS MATTER, CAPITALS WOULD NOT WISH US 
TO SPEAK AT LEAST UNTIL THEY HAD RECEIVED AND PERHAPS NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 USBERL 00904 01 OF 02 181528Z 

UNTIL THEY HAD APPROVED, THE RESPONSES (ON BEHALF OF) 

FROM HEADS OF STATE TO THE LORENZ LETTER. RECOGNIZING 
THAT THE RESPONSE TO LORENZ WILL PROBABLY BE MADE PUBLIC 
BY HIM, USBER IS OF THE VIEW THAT IT IS NOT NECESSARY 
FOR THE ALLIES IN BERLIN THEMSELVES TO MAKE A PUBLIC 
PRONOUNCEMENT, BUT THAT WE CAN REGARD OUR RESPONSE TO 
LORENZ AS HAVING THE EFFECT OF A PUBLIC RESPONSE. 
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3. COMMENTS FROM BRITISH AND FRENCH ON OUR PROPOSED 
TEXT HAVE NOT YET BEEN RECEIVED. OUR PROPOSED TEXT IS IN 
OUR VIEW "LOW-KEY" IN THAT IT PROPOSES RESPONSE TO 
LORENZ BE MADE AT BERLIN MINISTER LEVEL AND THAT ONE 
LETTER BE SENT TO LORENZ BY CHAIRMAN MINISTER IN RESPONSE 
TO LORENZ' THREE LETTERS. HOWEVER, WE DOUBT THAT ANY 
RESPONSE ON THIS SUBJECT, IN PARTICULAR ANY RESPONSE TO 
LORENZ, WILL REMAIN "OW-KEY." SINCE LORENZ IS LIKELY 

TO DISCUSS THE RESPONSE OPENLY, IF NOT GIVE THE TEXT 
OF RESPONSE ITSELF TO THE PRESS, WE BELIEVE THAT A 
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF PUBLICITY WILL BE GENERATED WHATEVER 
OUR RESPONSE CONTAINS; THAT IS, WE ARE DAMNED (BY 
THE SOVIET PERHAPS) IF WE DO AND DAMNED (BY BERLINERS) 

IF WE DO NOT GIVE A STRONG RESPONSE. 

4. FYI: TURNING FOR A MOMENT TO TEXT OF PROPOSED 
PRESS STATEMENT AS SUGGESTED BY BRITISH IN BONN GROUP 
(PARA 3 OF REFTEL C), TO WHICH WE UNDERSTAND THE 
FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT AGREED, USBER 
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WOULD POINT OUT WITH RESPECT TO FOURTH SENTENCE OF 
TEXT THAT THERE IS NO RPT NO DEMILITARIZATION 
LEGISLATION WHICH HAS BEEN ISSUED BY THE ALLIED KOM- 
MANDATURA WHICH PROHIBITS INDUCTION IN THE SOVIET 
SECTOR OF GERMAN RESIDENTS INTO THE GDR VOLKSARMEE. 
ACCORDINGLY. THE FOURTH SENTENCE OF THE BRITISH TEXT 
CONTAINS A MISLEADING STATEMENT. END FYI. 

5. BERLIN MISSIONS WILL WORK WITH DELIBERATE SPEED 

TO PREPARE AGREED DRAFTS OF SOVIET PROTEST AND RESPONSE 
TO LORENZ, ET AL. FOR CONSIDERATION BY BONN GROUP. 

ONCE BONN GROUP HAS THESE TEXTS WE WOULD URGE SPEEDIEST 
POSSIBLE CONSIDERATION OF TEXT OF PROTEST TO THE 
SOVIETS, IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT APPROVAL OF RESPONSE TO 
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LORENZ MAY TAKE A LITTLE LONGER SINCE CAPITALS MAY WISH 
TO REFER MATTER FOR APPROVAL TO STAFFS (E.G. WHITE 
HOUSE) OF PRESIDENTS OR PRIME MINISTER. GEORGE 
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